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No. 14. Elcetricity Supply.

| 1973.

to the cost of 60 days electricity consumption by way of security
for the payment of any money from time to time due by such
consumer to the Cnmpany such sum of money shall be placed
to the credit -5f a deposit account in such consumer’s name in
the books of the Company together with such interest as may
acerue, the imterest rate to be decided by the Company.

11. (1) Whenever reguested to do so by any consumer and
after payment of a tes’mo fea of $2.50 by such consumer the
Compuny shall test the meter registering the electricity supplied
to such consumer against a standard meter and suppl the con-
sumer with a certificate showing the result of the test. If the
resnlt of the test shows that the meter is registering more than
3% above or below the registration of the standard testing meter
the Company shall r*pIaLe the meter in question and shall
refund to such consumer the testing fee paid by him.

(2) The Government Electrical Inspector shall be enti-
tled to supervise any test carried out pursuant to the provisions
of the preceding sub-seetion.

(3) Any consumer may on payment of a'testing fee of

250 reqaire the Government Electrical Inspector to test the
voltd"e and frequency of the elcctricity supplied to such con-
sumer and the Government Electrical Inspector shall within
a reasonable time carry out such test and supply the consumer
with a ccrtificate showing the result of the test. If the result
of the test shows that the vo 'tage and frequency are substan-
tiully incorrect the Company shall refund to such Consumer
th:e testing fec paid by him.

12. During the continuance of the licence, all plant, ma-
~liinery, equipment, meters, instruments, vehicles, materials and
consumable stocks imported by the Company for 'the purpos. of
the Company’s business of generating, transmitting, distributing
or supplying eleetricity shall be excmpt from all customs and
other import duties and landing tax: Provided however that
such exemption shall not apply to any plant, machinery, equip-
ment, meters, instruments, vehicles, materials and consumable

Consumer may

require Company
to test metres
and voltage.

Daty free
importation
of goods.

stocks imported by the Company for resale or hire or for the

private use of any of the Company’s employees.

13. For the purpose of ascertaining the chargeable in-
come of the Company for tax purposes, the Company shall
be entitled to elect whether or not to claim initial allowances
on capital expenditure incurred in the bvsm vear for anv
year of assessment.

Initial
allowances,
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i : I Assent ~Fe “; ‘w% :
RUPERT ‘@ JOHN,

.

s Governor.

> 30th May, 1973.

AN ACT granting an exclusive licence to the St. Vincent
Electricity Services Limited for the supply of electricity,
providing for the exercise and performance of functions
relafing <o the supply:of electrieity and for purposes con- _
nected therewith-and making provisions with regard to
revocation-of the licence.

. . [ On ““the Appoiitcd Day’. ]

5 Be it enacted by the Queen’s Most Exccllent Majesty, by
‘and with the advice and consent of the House of Assemulv of

B Samt Vincent, and by the authority of the s?me as follows:—

1. This Act may be cited as ‘‘the Electricity Supply Act, Short title and
1975"" and shall come into operatmu on such date (her(-mafwr commencerment.
referred to as ‘‘the Appointed Day’’) as shall be appointed in
a notice given by the Governor and published in the Gazette.

S
2. In this Act unless th- context ctherwise requires— ¢
" ¢‘the Arbitration Ordihatice’’ means the Arbitration Ordin- Xo.10 of 1052,

ance, 1952 as the same may be amended or re-enacted

from time to time and every referonsze to any Section

of _the -Arbitration 'Ordinance. 1952 shall be deemed

to be a reference to that Section as the same mav b~

amended or re-enacted from time to time;
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““the Company "’ means the St. Vincent Electricite Services
Limited and includes any person duly authorised by
the Companv to do any act on its behalf;

‘“‘consumer’’ means any person for the time bemo supplied
with elcetrieity bv the Company;

‘‘debenture’” means any debenture, debenture stock, mort-
gage, bond, securiiy or note issued by the Compam'
and for the time being outstanding ;

“‘eleetricity’” includes electrm voltage, eler‘truz current, elec-
tric energy and any like energy;

““electric line™ means any wire or conductor used or to be
used for the purpose of conveying, transmitting, or
distributing electricity or as pilot lmes for r.mote con-
trol, protection, metering or telecommunication, to-
gether with any casing, coating, covering, tube, pole
stay-wire, bracket, pipe or insulator enclosing, sur-
rounding or supporting the same or any part thereof
and any transformer, switchgear or other works or
apparatus connected therewith for the purpose of con-
veying, transmitting or distributing electricity or
transmitting its &oltaf_re and together also with any
building or structure required to accommodate any
such transformer, switchgear or other works or appara-
tus;

‘‘the Government Electrical Inspector’’ means the official

. _for the time being appointed to the public office of
Electrical Inspector in accordance with the constitu-
tion of Saint Vincent;

“‘the State’’ means the Island of Saint Vincent, the Island
of Bequia and any ‘other of its Islands in the Grena-
dines to which the provisions of this Aet have been
applied at any time by Order made under Section 34;

“land’’ includes any land under whatever tenure held and
any easement, servitude, right or privilege in or over
land;

““local a\;thority’v’ means any authority having municipal
or administrative jurisdiction over and within any area
in the State;

“‘the Minister”’ means the Minister to whom responsibility
for electricity has, for the time being, been assigned;

‘““month’’ means calendar month

“‘persen’’ includes any body of persons, any corporation,

any local authority and any Government Department;
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‘““road’’ means any road or street or part thereof and in-

cludes all bridges, culverts, embankments, approaches,
drains, verges, pavements, kerbs, footpaths, parapets and

other works or things forming part of any road or
streef;

“‘tree’” means a tree,-bush or shrub;

‘‘undertaking” means the Company’s electricity undertak-
ing in the State;

“‘unit’’ means one kilowatt-hour, as rogistered on a meter
provided by the Company ;

The singular includes the plural and viee versa, and the
raasculine includes the feminine.

3. Subject as hereinafter provided, the Company shall
have a sole and exclusive licence to generate, transmit, distribute
and sell eleetricity in the State during the period of 60 years
ncxt following the Appointed Day.

4. With the consent of the Minister the Company may
authorise in writing any person during the wholg or any part
of the period of the licence to generate, transmit, distribute and
sell electricity upon the terms and conditions and within the
area specified in such authority (any person so authorised being
hereinafter referred to as ‘‘a sub-licencee’’).

5. (1) During the continuance of the licence no person

except the Company shall generate (save for his own consump-
tion and use);distribute or seft electricity within the State
provided that a sub-licensee shall be at liberty, during the
period stated in the written authority granted to him by
the Company, to generate, distribute and sell electricity upon
the terms and conditions and within the area specified in such
authority.
i (2) Any person contravening the provisions of sub-sec-
tion (1) of this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding two
hundred and fifty dollars or to imprisonment for a period not
exceeding six months, and in addition thereto he may bz ordered
by any Court having summeary jurisdiction to dismantle his
equipment at his own expense within such time as such Court
may prescribe and, if he shall fail to obey the order of such
Court within the preseribed time, such Court shall order the
equipment to be forthwith dismantled by the Company and
shall order such person to pay to the Company its reasonable
charges for dismantling such equipment.

Graut of licence,

Sub-licences.

No person shall
generate cte.
electrieity. —
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Type of supply. 6. (1) The voltage of electricity supplied for. domestic or
lighting purposs shall be 240 volts and this. shall be maintained
by the Company within- plus 4% and minus 8% (measured at
the consumer's terminals) of such .voltage. )

(2) The frequency of electricity supplied for any pur-
pose shall be 50 cyeles per second and this shall be maintained
within plus and minus 3% of such frequency. -

(3) The svstems of distribution of eleetricity shall be
3 phase 4 wire for 400 volts between lines and 230 volts betwec
lines and neutral, and,/or single phase 2 wire for 230 volts oes
tween lines with one line earthed and designated ‘‘the.neutral{
all or any of such systems to be.used; the choice in any par—
ticular case being by the Company according to load conditions *
and the most economical method of supply: provided that any
consumer may by agreement with the Company be supplied with
electricity at a voltage in exeess of 400 volts.and- step- this down
in his own transformers to any voltage for-the time being ap-
proved by the Government Electrical Inspector. _

(4) It shall be the duty of the Company to take all prac-
ticable -steps to ensure that the supply of electricity to any
consumer shall be regular and efficient.

(5) Overhead power-line design-shall be at. the .Com-
pany’s option, but shall comply with.the approved British Stan-
dard in force at the time of construction.

7. (1) Subject as hereinafter provided the Company shall
be entitlcd to:charge for electricity supplied at_its tariff' rates
for the time being in force; for the avoidance of-doubt it is here-
by declared that the tariff rates for the time- being iit-force in
any part of the State may be at different rates from these then in
force in any other part of the State.

(2) Subject to.the provisions of sub-seetions (3) to (8)—-
- of this soetion, the. tariff rates in the Island. of “Saint V'mcex%k
applicable to- electricity the consumption of “which: is.measure
by reading of meters carried out after the: Appointed'Day will
be the rates set outiin.Part I of the First Schedule lereto and
the tariff rates.in the.Island .of Bequia‘so applidablé Wil be the
rates set out in'the Sesond Schedule heie subject as-‘afore-
said, -the tariff rates in-any Island- of ‘Saint. Vincent"in the
- -Grenadines ‘applicable to.electricity the consumption ofwhich
: is measured by reading:of meters. carried out on ‘or ‘after the
‘-Aate; when;- in- aeeordance with any Order made by'the Gov-
ernor under section- 34, the provisions of this Act’ are applied

—Charge.

First Schedule,

Second Schedule.
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to.that Island, will be the rates prescribed by the Governor
with the concurrence of :the Company and published in the
Gazette.

(3) The Minister or the Company will be at liberty. from
-time to time to serve on the otber of them a notice in writing
- proposing that the.-tariff rates for the time being in force be
-varied.in the manner specified in the notice or in such other
~manner as may be agreed in writing between them or as may bz
‘wdetermined by arbitration in accordance with the provisions of
- sub-section (6)- of ‘this"ection.

(4)- If, during the ‘period of 60 days following the ser-

vice by either the Minister or the Company of any.such rotice,

. the other of them appicvis in writing the variation proposed

iri'the notice or both of them agrec in writing some other varia-

tion, the variation so ‘approved or azreed will: taie effect in tha
- manner-prescribed inr sub-seetion (7) of-this seetion.

= (8) -If; during- the aforesaid period of 60 -days: following

* the servicé by either the. Minister or the €ompany of any such

notice, the other of them fails toapprove in writing the variation

proposed in the notice, or they fail to-agree in-writing some‘other

¢ variation; then, the nature of the variation (if any) will be

- determined by a:.single arbitrator appointed in aecordance with
-“the:provisions of:sub-section (1) of section 30.

':‘(6)-'Iﬂ-“determiming'w]iether any or what variation of
" the tariff rates'should be made the arbitrator shall have regard—
-—(a) to—the - prineiple thatthe Company’s revenues
-must be sufficient to-enable-the Company—
i (i) to meet all: éxpenses.incurred: inrithe produe-
tion of such revenues, including depreciation
‘of :assetst'and interest on:indebtedness, and
(ii) to repay .ils:indebtedness, and
(iii) to provide for:such proportion of the cost of
. replacement of its ‘assets as is not' already
provided under sub-paragraph (i) of this
% 'parxgr__aph, and
(iv). to..provide a reasonable. proportion of the
-capital cost of expanding its: undertaking to
meet any demand for an increased service
to the publie, and

" “at a:commercial rate ~and

(V) to pay regular dividends on its share capital - -

TAVeS 4
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- Supplies to the
Government.

Electricity for
street lighting.

Jompany may
require deposit.

(b) to the fair apportionment of charges between dif-
ferent categories of consumers.

(7) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (6) of this
sgetion and subject to any further variation or temporary varia-
tion that may be made pursuant to this section, any variation
approved, agreed or determined pursuant to this section shall
apply to all electricity to which it relates, the consumption of
which is measur.d by the Company by reading of meters carried
out on or after the first day of the calender month next follow-
ing the expiry of 150 days from the date when the notice which
led to the variation was served under sub-section (3) of this
section.

(8) This section shall not apply to electricity supplied
or to be supplied for street lighting.

8. (1) Whenever required so to do, the Company shall
enter into a contract for the supply of electricity to the Govern-
ment for the Government’s own use and consumption at any
place in the State which is within 100 ft. of any distributing
main of the Company. :

(2) The Company may charge the Government for elec-
tricity so supplied in any such area at the tariff rates for the
time being in foree in such area less a discount at the rate of 10%.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply to
electricity supplied or to be supplied for the purpose of street
_lighting. S -
9. (1) Whenever required so to do the Company shall
enter into a contract to supply the Government or any local
authority with street lighting in any area in the State for the
time being supplied with electricity by the Company.

(2) The company shall be entitled to charge for electri-
city snpplied for street lighting and for the hire of street lamps
(and associated fittings and equipment) on the basis that, sub-
ject to the payment by the consumer of such minimum annual
anwunt as may be agreed in writing between the consumer and
the Company, the consumer will pay such monthly sum as may
be agreed as aforesaid per street lamp of a spzcified type apd
output rating for the time being comprised in the street lighting
system in question.

10. The Cempany may require any consumer to deposit
with the Company a sum of money estimated to be equivalent

)




